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Le sanctuaire a subi des épreuves : pillages et incendies The front porch is flanked by 3 columns terminated by capitals carve
; ith interlaces. The tympanum is undecorated.
pendant la guerre de Cerdns, puis par Montgomery et les wit ymp
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est tr_ansmrmee en magas“,” a fourrage puis en usine a salpétre, surrounds, the billet mouldings and consoled cornice running under the r
une filature de coton est prévue.

; e ! ; and oculi above the chapels. The tower is exquisitely poised and restrail
Sa démolition est envisagée en 1826. En 1836, quatre des ith its row of blind arcades surmounted by twin windows.

six travées de la nef et les ba®tés sont effectivement abattus L&l t ®r i
pour faire passer la route, malgré le plaidoyer de Prosper ol n rreur

Mérimée, Inspecteur Général des Monuments Historiques. En A | 8i nt ®ri eur , S i Il a nef es
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priory of Lonlay abbey. The present buil g quelques pierres tombales de nobles domfrontais (les autres on
dates back to the turn of theti@ntury, since il | ®t ® di spos®es I 6 ) -
was consecrated in 1156. It must have replaced a more ancient edifice. The Inside
The church received the visit of many historical characters such as the ) . =
Inside, whereas the nave is austere =

AngleNorman kings when they stayed in Domfront (Henry Il Plantagenet,
Eleanor of Aquitaine, Richard the-Heart, John Lackland), Thomas
Becket, Louis IX of France (daownis) and others on their pilgrimage to . _
Le MonStMichel. Eleanor of Aquitaine had her daughter Alienor The church contains mural paintings of thie céBtury and
christened here or in the chapel of the castle. photographs of those of thetfl@entury that_ covered them in the chapels.

This sanctuary has been through many hard times : looting and arsor{ISO_remarkable are a polychrome virgin mother of thecerury,
during the Hundred Years War then by Montgomery and the HuguenotsWOOde” statuettes of saints, a recumbent effigy in a medieval style, all
especially in 1568. In the course of the French Revolution it was turned intg€ 17" century and several tombstones of Domfront noblemen, othel
a saltpetre workshop and a fodder storeroom. eing on display outside.

So that in 1826, pulling it down was envisaged. In 1836, 4 out of 6 o S
bays of the nave and the 2 aisles were demolished to make room for thy
new road in spite of protests from the Chief Inspector of Historical| ||
Monuments, Prosper Mérimée. He had it listed on his very first survey ‘
Historical Monuments in 1840. Finally it was damaged by allied bombing
in 1944. Since then, it has been carefully restored.
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perdues suite a de nombreux pillages et incendies Sur la place.

Pendant la Guerre de Ceans, en 14171418, par des The Architecture
Anglais. - The arches of the transept are adorned with blind arcading supporte

Lors du grand incendie do&cct gyslpnger celumas growned by granite capiteleend part of the south
tfransept was altere in thehidentury to accommodate the monumental

Lors du nouvel incendie le 31 mars 1574 par les Protestasts. pani ster staircase which led to
Historical Facts S e base of the old Tantern tower stands onshassd it
e base of the old lantern tower stands on composite
enlr(?ugbbgﬁ(ﬁaﬁeg)uqazd ftlfgrarzﬁ?c?ni(s)22atr)%/ewtl1ltlel?§ff2)?rl1letmhg aE?edne dictiniers flanked by small twin columns. Two types of Romanesque capitals
,?\bbey of l):/IeUFyurL oire and had to pray fo Seﬁsllzeénllr?g Lah%*t% : raé)hlgrupéaln ran(lte Oé]:];s bargéj 11 exception
© * capital d nestoife wVcRatattétsleading rams
abbﬁltho%%hursfrtl onaﬁgor \?glrl|o\llglousr|tc))l::|(géngs(lgvoerzqefri$ﬁn erAelcetﬁgolna woman trampling a_falllng man, an armed rider, fighting birds ...
L y HeB i It-Md P | @ The gothic choir was erected in two stages. First, the chonr itself, t
StLaurenteBeaumesnil, GoultMsutierssrCinglais). first storey and the ambulatory. Then, in thecadtury, an additional

After the Conquest of 1066, it received the priories of Folkestone store i ; ; ;
y was built with very high windows and a polygonal wall surroundir
(Kent) and SAndrew of Stogursey (Somerset). The history of the abbey IS 11 rectangular chapels, covered by the same roof as the ambulatory.

not well known as the archives have been lost following humerous Jootings Of the edifice only a small gothic porch, a Romanesque transept and
and flre§ ) ) large gothic chancel remain. Excavations have uncovered the existence
During the Hundred Years War in 14448 by the English. 3 churches that were successively built under the present choir. A si
In the great fire of October 1533. IRomar;:;asque church,hpossilbly cﬂ(')‘ntggporary with the foundation, then
i arger Romanesque chancels in theeiftury.
In yet another fire on 31 March 1574 by the Huguenots. Only the Romanesque transept remains from which small chap
LOArchitect ulr e radiated as in NotrBamesurl 6 Ea u . The present
. , rebuilt on the site of the lantern tower following the fire of 1533.
Les croisillons du transept sont qrnés The long and narrow nave which extended on to the present sque
doarcatures aveugles s®par ®@isappeaRdadrly, prodaBlysaround the dntury.
colonnettes surmontées de chapiteaux en granite.
Le fond du croisillon sud fut remanié au ex/II
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sieécle pour construire un escalier monumental a
balustres qui conduisait au dortoir des moines. Le
fond du croisillon nord a été reconstruit.
Les bases delanterdessontconstituées pat desi r
piles cruciformes flanquées de colonnettes géminées.= Les
chapiteaux romans pr®sentent deux S®ries : déabord des
chapiteaux assez frustes en granite. Ensuite, 11 chapiteaux
exceptionnels en calcaire blanc. Certains montrent -des
personnages conduisant des béliers, une femme foularg un
homme °~ terre, un cavalier @arm®, des oiseaux sdaffrontant ¢
Le chiur got hique fut ®dizf i |®ar@iNes de€ibXne f O1 S : ddabord, |
chiur, | e premier ®t age émn _ | d®ambul ot ol r o Py P X | V
siecle est construit un étage supplémentaire de fenétres’tres L 0 a b b a y-Bameéde-ltonlay est accessible
hautes et un mur polygonal entourant le tout et formantzll gratuitement tous les jours de 8 ha 19 h.
chapelles rectangulaires couvertes par le méme toit quéi le Entrance to the abbey Neremede-Lonlay
déambulatoire. s is free and allowed from 8 am to 7 pm




